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The Party which leads the toil- 
ing masses in the strugcle against the 
bourgeoisie can never cease to be Marx- 
ist after victory 1s achieved;and when 
classes disappear the Party togetner 
with tne proletarian State wither away 
and entire mankind becomes Marxist, 
that is, it views the world and nature 
as a materialist dialectic: process. It 
goes witnaout saying, no opportunist 
force can leud the toilers to their 
emancipation. And if the leaders of 
the Marxist Party, after success ful 
revolution, should slide down to some 
form of opportunism, tae; will inevit~ 
ably drag the working class back to 
capitalism. 


Under the leadership of Lenin 
the Russian workers and peasants over- 
threw their landlords and capitalists, 
took oyer the land and industry and 
establisned a proletarian State. When 
Lenin, gravely 111, was compelled to 
witadraw from active party work, the 
rest of tae leaders deviated from the 
established Bolshevik methods of lead- 
ersnip. Excepting Lenin, virtually 
every ranking leader in the Bolshevik 
Farty had at one time or another snowm 
serious deviations from Marxiem. Tniae 
time the departure from Bolshevism oc~ 
curred not in the tneoretical but in 
the organizational field. In theory 
the Party continued for some time "to 
adhere" to Marxism. In practice a 
group of leaders, in fact the majority 
of them, headed by Stalin, Zinoviev 
and Kamenev, in order to secare perman- 
ent personal control of the Barty and 
the State, introduced the practice of 
burocratic autaority. There arose the 
System of appointin, chiefs for all im 
portant executive posta of the State. 
A hierarcay with higher efficials app- 
6inting subordinates who sought places 
in the burocratio sun, steadily choked 
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all inner-Party and Soviet workers! 
democracy. A number of factors facil- 
itated this opportunist development, 
the most important among them being 


the complete absence of autnentic 
Marxian opposition. 


Little doubt that in the begin- 
ning not one of the burocratizers sus~ 
pected tdat he was helpin; to set in 
motion a process which would allow un- 
precedented concentration of power in 
the nands of the man they were placing 
ats tae steering wheél, that the vast 
Ina jority of them would be metaodically 
eliminated by him from power and from 
life; that the process spelled the 
doom of the October revolution and 
fatal eonsequences for the world pro- 
letariat and all the oppressed. 


TO perpetuate its own existence, 
the burecratic system - Stalinism - ag 
it began to take shape, evolved cer- 
tain specific features. It establish- 
ed a perennial target, Trotsky, whose 
former anti-Bolgsheviem was attacked as 
thouga it were an immediate danger +o 
the proletariat. With the alacriteus 
assistance of a great variety of caar- 
latans that invested the Comintern, the 
Browders, Lovestones, Cannons, Pollits 
and Thorezes, Stalinism captured all 
tae foreign sections of the Comintern 
and transformed it into an efficient 
machine for preventing successful rev- 
Olutions. Otherwise a revolution, 
starting édut with whdespread self-act- 
ivity and power to the workers, would 
imperil the rapidly rising burocratic 
pyramid in the firs: proletarian State 


Staliniem has distorted tae his- 
tory ot the October revolution and the 
roles of the participants, steadily 
magnifying, ag years go by, the figure 
Of Stalin, and reducing tne figures ef 
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all the other leaders, especially that 
of Trotsky who played a very important 
Marte + introduced the "theory" of 
building Socialism in Russia alone. It 
nag distorted Marxism througa an ad— 
Mixture of bourgeois concerts. It 
fractices barefaced lying. 


In the first period of Staliniz— 
ation,Trotsky, opposing Lenin's policy 
of uncompromising fight against Stalin, 
bent on peace with Stalinism, made 
strenuous efrorts to win Stalin to a 
policy of harmony within the leader- 
ship. Attempting to negotiate compro- 
mises and freeze tne centralization 
process, he was against Lenin on the 
question of removing the chief burec- 
rat ("I am for preserving the status 
quo.....I am against removing Stalin." 
Leon Trotsky, MY LIFE, p. 486). And 
ag time passed, other,direct supporters 
of Stalin such as _ Zinoviev and 
Kamnev were being elbowed out ef the 
Way e They, too, attempted to arrest 
the development at the point it had 
already reached. In vain. Once in 
possession of power, Stalin, ever less 
digpoged to snare it, would not relax 
his tenacious hold and would meet nro 
one on equal terms. 


By 1934 Stalin wielded suffi- 
cient power to raise himgelf to dizzy 
heights through tne physical destruc- 
tion of tne entire generation which 
had actively and directly participated 
in tne overtarow of Russian capitalism. 
To start tne bloedy ball relling,Stalin 
from all indications arranged for the 
assassination of one or his lackeys, 
Kirov. The mystery of this assagsin- 
ation has at last been cleared up by 
one of tae best infermed lickspittles 
of Stalin, Yaroslavsky, who revealed 
that Yagoda, Imowing of the forthcom 
ing attempt upon Firov's life ordered 
the G.F.U. men not to pretect Kirov, 
No doubt the revolver shot of Stalin's 
assassin "saved" Kirov from "confesg- 
ing" of being a Fascist dgent,and 
death before a firing squad. 


The bloody phase conmenced. At 
first Stalin conducted secret "trials" 
Of the leaders who in tne past had re- 


sorted to an effort te stem his ad- 
vance. Later he elaborately staged 
“open trials" and extended the blood— 
letting to perfectly good Stalinists, 
replacing them with new, less promin-~ 
ent, therefore more dependabla, oppor- 
tunists. 


Surrounded by a host of flunkeys 
recruited from among people far less 
famili * with Marxism then sueh men 
as Zinoviev, Radek or Bukharin; con- 
stantly restocking his apparatus with 
elements alien and hostile to tne in- 
terests of the toiling masses, alert 
Stalin will continue reintroducing 
bourgeois ideology and capitalist 
features inte Soviet life. If no new 
Bolshevik force arises, the logical 
result of the retreat of the Cctober 
revolution is obvious. The whole will 
end either in the Fascist dictatorship 
of Stalin or some other burocrat, or 
in the restoration of the Komanoff dy- 
nasty, or in the partitioning of the 
soviet Union among the great imperial— 
ist powers. 


Stalinism promotes reaction in- 
ternationally. Employing its masked 
engine of ccunter-revolution —— the 
"Comintern"——foisting upon the guile- 
less masses now an ultra-Leftist, now 


an ultra-kightist policy, Stalinism 
betrays one section of the inter- 
national proletariat after anotner: 


Eng@and 1926; ‘China 1925-1927, 1938 ; 
Germany 1923,1932} Austria 1933-1934; 
Spain 1931-1938. It 16 preparing the 
betrayal ef the French, the British, 
the American and other werkers. To 
tarow Dack the powerful waves of ree 
action, to restore the horribly dis- 
torted and dangerdéusly undermine d 
Seviet State to Marxist health, it is 
necessary tO unmask the Stalinists 
and free the proletariat from their 
clutches. Only when this, majin-ob-— 
peackd to revolution is removed can 
the international proletariat resume 
its historical march towards Soecial— 
ism. The elimination of Stalinism in 
et least one important country or uni- 
versal Fascism——these are the only 
historical alternatives. 
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TROTSKYISM AND THE PURGE 


The rrovlem of“exposainu sno. .rivs 
ing out the counter-revoli tiouury .erbs 
of the Stalinist reaction is by far not 
a simple matter. The enormous task of 
tearing the red mask off the face of 
Stalinism is rendered more difficult by 
various pseudo-Bolshevik groups. These 
groups,without a single exception, play 
into the hands of Stalinism by instill- 
ing in the minds of the revolutionary 
workers the deadly illusion that the 
Stalinist scourge, and for that mattor 
the other powerful agency of counter- 
revolution, Social Democracy, can be 
defcated by reaching the masses dircct, 
bohind the backs of Stalinism and Soc- 
ial Democracy. 


Tho most confusing, most offoct- 
ive and therefore most dangerous pseudo- 
Bolshevik agency which in appearance 


promotes, but in reality sabotages the 
struggle against Stalinism is the ten~ 


dency represented by Trotsky. Guilty 
of having at one time (1922-1926) act- 
ively and consciously, and afterward 
passively and unwittingly, contributed 
to the gruwtl and savety of the Stalin- 
ist reaction, Trotsky continues along 
the road which ho chose at the cradle 
of Stalinism. It is the road of con- 
cealing his own responsibility for the 
post-Leninist reaction, the road of 
spreading confusion and distortion of 
Leninism. The policy of Trotsky and 
his Cannons and Shacntmans accomplishes 
the purpose of shiclding Trotsky, but 
at the same time it plays materially 
into the hands of the vory enemies tho 
Trotskyites profess to fight, Stalinism 
and its ally the bourgeoisie. 


To give a few oxamples: 


It does not require much penctra- 
tion to realize that those who 
from the start sided with Stalin,who lave 
been his personal friends and closest 
collaborators for fifteon years or more, 
people who have shared all his crimes, 
are the most corrupt rencgades and 
vicious enemies of tho proletariat.That 
their master, who is impelled by un- 


quenching ambition, is now eliminating 
them does not alter the fact that 
these people up to the last moments of 
their lives havo boon betraying the 
Russian and international working- 
class. But the Cannons and Shachtmans, 
for a reason, do not present Stalin's 
henchmen in their true color. Let us 
tako the case of Aveli Yenukidze. Here 
wass @ man who was Stalin's bosom friend 
for decades. Yenukidze assisted Stalin 
in betraying the Chinese, the German 
and the Spanish workers. He helped to 
organize tho frame-up of Zinoviev and 
Kamenev. He was one of the most ac- 
tive participants in the sport of 
hounding and destroying the revolution- 
ary workers in tho Sovict Union. Says 
Shachtman: 


“Aveli Yenukidze, another old 
revolutionist whose WHOLE LIFE was 
given to the cause of the working 
class." (Socialist Appeal, December 
25, 1937. Our emphasis.) 


This oOutragcous lie is no accident, as 
we shall show below. 


Another example. It is obvious 
to any class-conscious. wrker that one 
cannot serve opportunism and revolu- 
tion at the same time. But the Trot- 
skyites teach the workers that it is 
possible to combine service to Stalin- 
ist reaction and to workers! revolu- 
tion: 


"Leo Karakhan...This old Bol- 
shovik,who served the revolutionary 
movement and the revolution itself 
for decades, even in tho horribly 


distorted form of WORKING SILENTLY 
FOR STALIN." (Ibid. Our omphasis.) 


What rich sustenance for Stalin- 
ism this poisonous statement contains! 
In effect Trotskyites say to the work- 
ers: Do not condem the Stalinist 
burocrats as hangmen of the revolution. 
Some of them work for you while serv- 
ing Stalin. And those who founded the 
burocratic system, who destroyed work- 
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ers dexocracy and Lonin's Party, 
moment tho; are liguidatsd by 


are cec.arod to have spent all their 
lives in promoting the cause of the 
tollers. Yor instance: 


"No matter what one's attitude 
towards tho defendents at the Moscow 
trials, no mattvry how one judges 
thefr corduct in the clutches cf the 
GPU, $i) of them --- Zincviev, Kanen- 
ev, Smirnov, Piatakov;, Radek, Rykov, 
Bukharin, and many othore ~- heave BY 
TEE WHOLE COURSE OF THYIR TIVES prov~ 
Od tieir disirterss'@o Sov9sio6n $0 
the Ruasien peopie and thuir strug- 
gle for liberation. In executing 
then. and thoveards less imowr, but 
no less devoted tc the cause of the 
toilers.., "(Leon Trotsky, Sdcialist 
Appeal, March 26, 1938. Our emphasis) 


Tretsky is ef course fully arare 
ef the fact that.bhe 13 falaifying his- 
tory. The editors of the Sacialist Ape 
peal no leaa than Trotsky imow that the 
Bolahevism of Zinoviev, hamenev.Rucdhar- 
in, Rykoy #nd of . tiers wo euthor ¢ld- 
ed sith Stalinism when it eprang into 
existeice, or pureuud “he pceliev cf ad- 
aptation,was éxcinguishned j1. 1922. Yet 
Trotiky and his. hangars: ou are d° stort 
ing tha trvth.- TAis, weagsdicas, dupery 
causes er.ormous dwiage in tho iwevk of 
establishirg. the facts ctf the. dogener— 

ior cf the Russian leadership: ‘The 
aim of the Trsiskyitee is ctvicus. 
Since Trotsky himssif is puilw cf hav- 
dng assieted Stalin ducing Lanin’s i1ll- 
nea3 and after (sev our bulievin IN DE 
FENSE OF 3OLSEEVISM Voi. Nordin agced 8 
necessary for them +0 whitewash every 
Stalinist opportunist whe pease with his 
heed for having vetrayesd worlse.'s den.oc~ 
Tracy and the c@é.ee ci the rncernational 


Wworkingslass. The dJios of aacesty for 
rensjades, against wiich Lenin fought 
relértlessly when. the Jugdors of the 


Second International detvayat Marxiem, 
ia assidud.sly miultivated by Trotakyism. 
The policy is in cthupinte accurs with 
Trotsky’s utterly false “veels thac the 
Staiinist "leadeve" ere aut traacherous 
careerists and Oppo.turiss scum, but 
are revoluticonisty or gemi-revolution- 
ists led astray: 


"The Communist leaders, though 
cor:fused, poor, and incapable, are 
revoluticonists or semi--revoluticn- 
ists that have been led from the 
right track." (Leon Trotsky, WHAT 
NEXT op Lide) 


The workers. must be warned again 
and again that the Stalinist hirelings 


are the moat treacherous charlatans 
within the workers camp. Trotskyist 


deceptions must ve counter-acted by 
merciiess oriticism. Opportunism is 
an ally of the bourgeoisie. Stalinist 
Opportunism is an Open ally of izperi- 
alist bourgeoisie. But the Trotsky- 
ites teach the workers the very oppos- 
ite. Felix Morrow bemceans the fact 
that the Stalinist burocracy “puts its 
faiti: not in its real ally the inter- 
national preletariat, but in its man- 
euvers and combinations with capital~ 
ist 'allies'." (Socialist Appeal, Dec- 
ember 1936. Our emphasis.) 


Stalinism is of course not an 
ally but a masked enemy of the inter- 
national proletariat. Trotskyist mis~ 
ropresentations of the position of 
Stalinism in relation to the inter- 
national proletariat helps Stalinism 
te convince the workers that they must 
suppers the Stalinist hurocracy, their 
"real ally." 


Leriin detested "orld public op- 
inion" which is nothing else than the 
opinion of the bourgeoisie. He add- 
roesed himself primarily to the work- 
ing class. But Trotsky, especially in 
recent months, in connection with the 
bloody phase of the concentration of 
Stalin's personal power, has been dire 
eeting his rain efforts + reach 
“world public opinion." Trotsky 
writes: 


"Thus, from the gaping conte 
radictions and the heap of lies in 
the new trial, the shade of Marshal 
Tukavhevaky steps forth with thund~ 
erc:s wppeal to world public opine 
jon." (The New York Times, March 7, 
1938.) 
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snl woll it is for Trotsky to picture 


the shade of the Stalinist general ap- 
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pedling to the bourgeoisie instead of 

to the revolutionary workers. Tukhach- 
evsky, not any less, perhaps more than 
many Other Stalinist careerists, parti- 
cipated in all the lurid crimes of 

Stalinism and faithfully collaborated 

in nounding and murdering anti-Stalin- 

ist workers. 


And speaking of Stalinist gener- 
als, no true Bolshevik can regard these 
putrid renegades and self-seckers as 


Reds. The word Red denotes revolution- 
ary, and the Trotskyites leaders 


are familiar with this popul@ly accepted 
definition. But, while tne Frotskyitos 

recklossly and incorrectly describe the 

Stalinist regime as totalitarian - "To- 

talitaridn regime of Stalin and Company" 
(Socialist Appoal, March 12, 1938)—the 

moment Stalin, +0 concentrate greater 

power in his hands, wipes out a fow of 

his Company, these few are placed by 

Trotsky into the catalogue of Reds, the 

"marshals" of the Stalinist burocracy 

becoming "the best Red generals" (Laon 

Trotsky, Socialist Appeal, March 26, 

1938). 


From the day Stalin and his gang 
organized the conspiracy to usurp power 
in the first workers State, Trotsky 
kept alive among the militant workers 
the murderous absurdity that the gang 
could be induced to execute a turn to~ 
wards Soviet democracy. As late as 
June 1937,after tho Stalinist assassins 
had murdered their ow generals,Trotsky 
offored the hardened burocrats support 
along the lines of reviewing their own 
frame-ups. He cabled to Stalin's "Cen- 
tral Committee" in Moscow: 


"Stalin's policy. is leading to 
complote collapse intcrnal as well 
as external. Tho only salvation is 
& radical turn toward Soviét democ- 
racy, beginning with an open reviow 
Of the last trial. ALONG THIS ROAD 


I OFFER COMPLETE SUPPORT." 


The attitude of the Trotskyites 
towards the Stalinist reaction in its 
bloody ,phase is along tho old lino of 
Trotsky's rendering valuable services 
to Stalinism in its earlicr stages. 
This line, running -from 19220n thr ougu 
his refusal to agrse with Lenin's den- 
and for the removal of Stalin, his de- 
featist silence in the face of ths 
Stalinist cry of the danger of "Trot- 
skyism," his deception of the masses 
with respect to Stalin's "Leninist 
levy," his attempt to win a political 
holiday, his unpardonable act of 
shiolding Stalin from Eastman's expos- 
ure by the brazen denial of the exist- 
ence of Lenin's will in woich Lenin 
for the last time told the party to 
remove Stalin: "Comrade Lenin HAS NOT 
LEFT ANY 'WILL'.....All talk with reg- 
ard +O a concealed or mutilated 
fwillt 4g nothing but a DESPICABLE LIE" 
(1. Tr-tc’y, Inprecorr, Sept. 3, 1925, 
pp- 105, 106. Our emphasis. Seo IN 
DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM Vol. 1, No. 3); 
his shabby declaration of October 16, 


1926 in which ho unconditionally ac- 
ceptad Stalin's discipline. It is the 


line of rejecting victory and deliber- 
ately choosing defeat (Leon Trotsky, 
WHAT HAPPENED AND HOW, p. 34), the 
ruinous, opportunist policy of "cor- 
recting" and tail-ending Stalinism, of 
assuring the workers, prior to the ad- 
vent of Hitler, that Stalinism would 
adopt a Bolshevik policy inh Germany. 


For the revolutionary workers th 
elementary lesson is obvious. It is 
impossible to defeat Stalinism which 
disorients the proletariat and promot- 
es international reaction, it is futile 
to think of the possibility of reest- 
ablishing Leninism,without mercilessly 
combatting the pro-Stalinist clutter 
and confusion,distortions and opport- 
unism of Trotsxy and his Shachtm ans 
and Felix Morrows. 
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LOVESTONEISM AND THE PURGE 


The Lovestone leadership support- 
ed Stalin's frame-up of Zinoviey and 
Kamenev. "We are convinced that there 
is no adequate reason at hand to doubt 
the confessions made by the accused." 
(Workers Age, Sept. 5, 1936.) After 
the arrest of Bukharin, the execution 
of Tukhachevsky, the lumping together 
of the Lovestoneites with the Trotsky- 
ite "agents of Hitler," it began to 
dawn upon Lovestone that Stalinism was 
widening its net to include among its 
fratn--up victims the staunchest Stal- 
inistse If during the "Third Period" 
the Lovestoneites were classified by 
Stalin as a variety of "Social Fasci sm" 
on "theoretical" grounds, then, with 
the commencement of the bloody frame~ 
ups, it became plain, Lovestone, Wolfe 
and others would bo branded as actual 
agents of Mussolini; hitler and Franco. 
The Lovestoneite leaders would like 
very much to wash their hands of the 
infernal Stalinist brew thoy themselv— 
es helped to comcoct. But they can't. 
Historically they are branded, as are 
Trotsky, Zinoviev, Bukharin, Kalinin 
and other direct and indirect, famous 
and obscure, discarded and amployed,. 
hounded and pampered builders, uphold- 
ers and defenders of the Stalinist 
system. 


To adjust themselves to the new 
condition, the Lovestoneites, some— 
what belatedly, with an adroit end 
practiced hand executed a sly maneuv— 
er. They had, doubtless, perused the 
contradictory "confessions" of Zinov— 
iev, Kamenev and others, had examined 


Trotsky's refutations of the flimsy 
"evidence," and théy had resd at 
least some of the literature which 


exposed Yagoda's crude frame-up. But 


all that, including their personal 
knowledge of Stalin's treachery, 
craftiness, and the bestial frame-up 


methods he generally uses, had failed 
to convince them. They declared that: 


"The claims of Trotskyites 
to innocence are absurd not only 
in face of the evidence, but also 
because their theories and propag~ 


anda are a complete justification 
for the acts which the defendants 

confessed of having committed. Why 
plead so loudly one's innocence of 
the ONLY STEPS that could have 
been taken to follow out a certain 
line?" (Workers Age, May 15, 1937. 
Our emphasie.) 


Then came the arrest and purge of the 
pure Stalinists. The Lovestoneites 
were impelled to find — miracle of 
miraclese — in Trotsky's testimony 
before the Dewey Commission, which es- 
sentially added nothing new to the or- 
iginul material given by Trotsky and 
others,that the trials were frame-ups. 


",..Trotsky scores brilliant- 
ly. After reading these pages, 
there cannot remain the slightest 
doubt in the mind of any literate 
person that the charges and alleg- 
ations made against Trotsky and the 
other better-known defendants at 
the Moscow trials,are just a tissue 
of not very cleverly concocted 
falsehoods." (Will Herberg, Workers 
Age, Dec. 18, 1937.) 


Thus when it came to Bukharin "confes- 
sing," the Lovestonoites "discovered" 
the true character of the previous 
"trials." 


“without doubt, 
will proceed in the game old way. 
There will be abject ‘confessions! 
consisting of a jumble of political 
and factual impossibilities concoc- 
ted by the G.P.U., crude discrepan- 


this ‘trial! 


cies and glaring self-contradic- 
tionse And there will be the same 


verdicts of guilty decided upon in 
advance and the same series of ex- 
ecutions to follow. Another great 
"triumph! will be chalked up for 
the Stalin-Yezhov regime of blood 
and destructions" (Workers Age, 
March 12, 1938. Our emphasis.) 


Prior to the frame-up 
Lovestoneites, somehow, 


see these glaring 


of Bukharin the 
had failed to 
contradictions md 
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factual impossibilities! 


Does this mean the Lovestoneites 
are recanting, are going to make a 
clean breast.of it and tell the truth, 
the wnole truth? Those who will naive- 
ly take such a view do not lmow that 
with Lovestone, Wolfe and Herberg, as 
well as with Trotsky and his Cannons 
and Shachtmans, systematic evasion and 
ecntradictory phrase-juggling have 
risen to the status of a fine art. At- 
tempting to wriggle out of the respan- 
sibility for the horrfble mess that 
Stalin, with their assistance, made of 
October, the Lovestoneites declare: 


"We have never been the Amer~ 
ican offshoot or branch of any pol- 
itical group or tendency in the 
Soviet Union." (Workers Age, March 
12, 1938.) 


Is the statement above true or 
false? It is a lie from beginning to 
ende In the minds of the old~timers, 
Lovestone's accurate history is etched 
with vividness. When Stalinism was in 
its infancy Lovestone was dn outstand- 
ing leader of the Ruthenberg-Lovestone— 
Pepper group, definitely supporting 
the Stalinist clique in Moscow, who in 
turn helped this group seize the lead-~ 
ing posts in the American Party. Love- 
stone with alacrity accepted the anti- 
Leninist, burocratic method of solving 
the question of leadership when Stal- 
in's emmissary, Gussev, by the order 
ef the "Comintern"  (Stalin-Zinoviev- 
Kamenev ) 
Canon gang and installed Ruthenber g- 
Lovestone—Wolfe-Stachel. The new 
Staiinist puppets in the American par 
ty repaid Stalin for his favors dy 
endorsing the removal by the "Comin- 
tern" of the Brandler-Thalheimer and 
the Fisher-Maslow leadership in the 
German party. 


Lovestone followed Stalin's 
clique all along in helping to build 
the burocratic pyramid in the Soviet 
Union, with remunorative political ro- 
suits’for himself. He facilitated 
Stalin's task of capturing the sec~ 
tions of the Comintern. As efficient- 


kicked out the Foste--Browder~- 


ly and conscientiously as any of the 


hard-working Stalinist flunkeys he 
hounded Stalin's chief scapo- ze , 
Trotsky, Courting favor like a true 


lackey, he tried to be more viciowe 
than his master and in opposition tu 
Stalin himself Lovestone demanded tle 
expulsion of Trotsky as early as in 
July 1927: 


"It might interest you to 
know that at the full meeting of 
the executive committee of the Com 
munist International, held in Mos- 
cow in July, 1927, Thaelmann and I 
were elected to meet a sub-conmit- 
tee of the Political Bureau of the 
C.P.S.Us, consisting of Stalin and 
Bukharin, to demand that the Rus- 
gian party expel Trotsky fortwith. 
It might likewise interest your 
readers to know that Stalin was 
then most adamant in his opposition 
to the expulsion of Trotsky from 
the C.P.SU." (Jay Lovestone, "Let— 
ters to the Editor of the Tim es," 
The New York Times, Feb. 14, 1937.) 


Surely Lovestone, an inside man 
of the Comintern,in close association 
with the foremost leaders of the Rus- 
sian party, familiar with the inner- 
workings of the burocracy, was inform 
ed of Lenin's will, a "secret" know 
to the ontire Russian top leadership 
and even to some outsiders,as the case 
of Max Eastman unmistakably indicates. 
Lovestone certainly read in the Inpre- 
corr, November 17, 1927 Stalin's ad- 
mission of the existence of Lenin's 
testament. Stalin declared: 


" .eeeelt is said that in the 
‘testament’ in question Lenin sug- 
gested. to the Party Congress that 
it should deliberate on the quest 
don of roplacing Stalin and appoint- 
ing another camrade in his place as 
General Secretary of the P ur t Fe 
THIS IS PERFECTLY TRUE." (p. 1429. 
(Our emphasis.) 


Lovestone together with Foster, 
Browder and others endorsed Trotsky's 


outrageous, lying statement on Eastman, 


~ Bea 


thus helping Stalin to suppress one of 
the most important documénts of Lene 


in's. jLovegtone never repudiated his 
endorgemente 


Up to May 1929 Lovestone gave 
direct and uncritical support to Stal- 
in's policies in the Soviet Union and 
the Comintern, and therefore bears a 
share of direct responsibility for the 
ravages wrought by Stalinism in Eng- 
land (1926), China (1927) and else- 
where. Lovestone supported not only 
the ultra-Right gigzag of chaining the 
Chinese toilers to Chiang Kai-shek but 
also the ultra-Left of spreading the 


Stalinist "Third Period" fake of 
social-fasciams 
"There ig a noticeable and 


rapid fusion of socialist reformism 
with the capitalist state and in- 
creasingly open collaboration bet— 
ween socialist reformism and fas-~ 
cism in all its forms, ‘(Jay Lovee 
stone, THE COMMUNIST, November 1928, 
pe 660i Our emphasis. 


But he hardly got beyond this 
recording of his acceptance of the 
"Third Period" line, when the process 
of burocratic centralization reached a 
higher stage. Lovestone did much to 
placate inexorable Stalin, who was 
determined to tighten his hold upon 
all sections of the Comintern. To 
prove his loyalty to the powerful 
usurper in the Soviet Union, Lovestone 
sent hooligan gangs armed with hlack 
jacks and lead pipes to break up Trot- 
skyist meetings: the Labor Temple 
meeting on February 26, 1929 and the 
Hungarian Hall meeting on April 19th. 
Having helped Stalin to crush the 
leaders of the German Communist Party, 
Brandler and Thalheimer, Lovestone 
with cheerful readiness gave Stalin 
energetic support against Bukharin, 
Rykov and Tomsky as representatives of 
the "Right danger": 


“Our party has pursued an en~ 
ergetic policy in the struggle ag- 
ainst Brandler and Thalheimer...... 
Our Central Committees gave prompt 
and energetic endorsement to the 


struggle of the Central Committee 
of the C.P.S.U. (Stalin) against 
the right danger." (Jay Lovestone, 
PAGES FROM PARTY HISTORY, p. 16.) 


Crouchingly ingratiating, the 
Lovestone leaders in their wooing of 
Stalin's pleasure stooped even to such 
acts as tho proposal to remove Bukhar~ 
in from the Comintern. With utter con- 
tempt Stalin himself revealed this in 
his speach to the Anprican Commission, 
May 6, 1929, while Lovestone was still 
at the head of tho Amorican Partye 
Lovestone never denied thig. Lovestone 
knew of Stalin's "Corridor Congress" 
in the period of the Sixth Congress of 
the Comintorn. Instead of flashing a 
bright beam upon this shady business, 
Lovestone kept it secret from the work- 
ers. Whon he finally came out with an 
obscure reference to the "Corrider 
Congress," after he had been ousted 
from tho Stalinist "Party," his half- 
disclosure failed to produce any ef- 
fect. The rank-and-file was already 
under thé sinister spell of.Browder- 
Weinstone-Bedacht and had neither 
faith nor interest in 


After Lovestone was expelled by 
his own double-crossing lieutenants, 
Lovestone, partly because he had to 
conceal his shady past, partly because 
he hoped that Stalin would eventually 
take him back,contimed white-washing 
ané tail-ending Browder and other "our 
official comrades" (Jay Lovestone, THE 
PEOPLE'S FRONT ILLUSION, p. 30). 


With the frame-up of Bukharin, 
the Lovestoneites more vociferously 
than ever before, proclaim their poli-~ 
tical independence. They have nothing 
to do with Stalin, and thank goodness 
never had ("Out damed spot"—Macbeth). 
The Stalinist regime, they declare, is 
"un oppr-ssive regime long obsolete, 
long dopriyed of whatever progress ive 
function it may once have had." (Work~ 
ers Age, March 12, 1938.) So, Stalin- 
ism, originating with the Stalin-Zino- 
viev-Kamenev plot, nad at one time a 
progressive function — and we know 
when. When Stalin gave the American 
party to Lovestone, when Bukharin was 
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Stulin's main political tool, 
to Lovestone's expulsion. 


and up 


ed the workers that Stalin's "obso- 


lete," "oppressive" and reactionary 
burocratic’ “regime of blood and des- 
truction” is building the new human 


society — Socialism: 


"The essential correctness of 
tho Lino of the leadorship of the 
GPSU i Suilding sociaclisi -in tho 
Sovaewmaunwonm.: -. 6% (Vorlars Age, 
May 15, 1937.6) 


The problem of removing the 
greatest (although not the only) ob- 
stacle to proletarian revolution, the 


destruction of the fountainhead of con- 


fusion, paralysis and reaction within 


tho workingclass is pressing. The hour 


is grave. It is incumbent upon true 
Leninists to unfold’ a tremendous cam 
paign to politicize the proletariat 
and free the thousands of honest. work 
ers, unsuspecting victims, from the 
clutches of Stalin's agents. But the 


Lovestoneites and the Trotskyites,fear- 
ing exposure,. give Brower a free hand 


to continue his devastating work among 
the Leftward-moving workers and intel- 
lectuals. Instead’ of attempting to 


unmask and isolate Stalinism, to inter- 


cept the human stream that without in- 
terruption flows into the Stalinist 
reservoir, the Lovestoneites, the 


Trotskyites and all other pseudo-anti- 


Stalinists, spread. illusions about 
Stalinism, adopt the sectarian orient= 
ation "towards the masses." This 
works out ideally for Stalinism which 


succeeds in playing its game undisturb~ 


Ode 


The inflvsnce of Stalinism, 
thanks to the tragic fact that it: is 
in.control of tha only proletarian 
State, -far outweighs its numerical 
strength. Independent activity to 
reach the masses ashile Stalinism is 
very effectgvely blocking the. way, is 
an iliusory policy, a phantom, an 
onportunist fraud. At present all 
energies of genuine Leninists must be 


But hardly 
ten months ago Lovestone's paper assur- 


And even today, in the very issue of 
Lovestone!s paper in which it is ad- 


“mitted that Stalinism is not progrcss-— 


ive, that it is consequently roaction— 
ary, one reads: 


"For. the Soviot Union,despite 
Stalin's despotism and atrocities, 
remains a workingclass country 
where Socialism is: being built." 
(Workers Age; March 12, 1938. Our 
emphasis." 


Such is Lovestoneite duplicity! 


devoted toward the struggle of tearing 
down the strongest pillar of reaction 
within the proletariat -—— Stalin's 
"Comintern".— ‘the mightiest opportu 
ist obstacle to proletarian revolution, 
by unmasking the. Browders, and toward 
exposing the hypocrites and opportun- 
ists who pretend to fight Stalinism, 
in reality shielding it and helping it 
to betray the international working- 
class. An organization whose founda 
tion is fraud must always avoid a rev~ 
Olutionary policy. The Lovestoneites 
and the Trotskyites cannot adopt the 
Leninist. line because it would mean 
self-exposure. Distorting the truth 
about the rise, the nature and methods 
of Stalinism they treat it as a second- 
ary, side issue. That is why the Love- 
stoneite and Trotskyite leaderts, after 
every new turn their organizations 
make, misdirect their hopeful follow 
ers, under the guise of "“activity," 
into the blind alley of stagnation, 
while the Stalinist plague marches on. 


The road to the masses is throgh 
the advanced workers. The toilers can 
secure victory over the bourgeoisie — 
both Fascist and "democratic" -— only 
over the dead bodies of Stalinism, 
Social Democrecy and the other opport~ 
unist currents. By launching a war of 
exposure against all opportunism tka 
honest revolutionists will succeed in 
winning the advanced workers, and 
through the advanced, the masses, to 
lead them against capitalist slavery. 


WHY! DR 


The following letter was sent by 
THE LENINIST LEAGUE to the independent 
Communist Labor League, Socialist Work 
ers Party, League for a Revolutionary 
Workers Party, Revolutionary Workers 
League, and Marxist Workers League: 


March 1, 1938 
"The monstrous gang headed by Stal- 
in, in its uninterrupted march of 
betrayal and terror, has opened an-~ 
Other of its horrible shows before 
the amazed and confused masses and 
the rejoicing bourgeois reaction.It 
is necessary to lift a thunderous 
voice of protest, a voice of expos~ 
ure of bloody Stalinist reaction to 
reveal the real issues behind its 
ghastly crimes. It is imperative 
to awaken the masses to the des- 
tructive and reectionary nature of 
Stalinist counter-revolutione 


We propose immediate 
the following lines. Formation of 

a united front committee composed 
of representatives of all anti-Stal- 
inist organizations that hold the 

position that the Soviet Union is a 
workers! State, to carry out the 

following minimum program: 


action along 


1) The Committee to arrange a dom 
onstration at the Stalinist Con- 
sulatee 


2) <A United Front mass meeting to 
be called at once in a central- 
ly located public hall, 


3) An open air protest demonstra~ 
tion to be staged in Union 
Square. 


Upon receipt of the acknowledgement 
of the necessity of such action, a 
delegate from each group should be 
sent to form the United Front Com 
mitee. It is urgent that no time 


Dir D 


NO Tf hee EP ee 


be wasted in replying. 
Fraternally yours, 


THE LENINIST LEAGUE OF U. S. A" 


Not a single one of the above 
mentionad organizations expressed ag~ 
reement to form an anti-Stalinist un- 
ited front. A reply came from the 
League for a Revolutionary Workers 
Party (the Field group) to the e&fect 
that they would sond an observer. The 
Revolutionary Workers League (Stamm) 
wrote asking to be informed of 
the date and place of the maetinge The 
Trotskyites and the Lovestoneites did 
not reply. Some days following the 
dispatch of tho letter, anote was 
sont reminding them that we had not 
yet heard from them. The Trotskyites 
and the Lovestoneites did not reply. 


Why did they completely ignore 
this call for the formation of a sore- 
ly needed anti-Stalinist united front? 


There is no douot in our mind as to 
the real reason. Because tho "arti- 
Stalinism" of the Lovestoneites and 


the Trotskyites, contrary to the com- 
mon impression, is nothing but revolt- 
ing hypocrisy. Because the leader- 
ships of these groups know that the 
bringing together of various tendoen- 
cies will inevitaoly result in a 
thvrough discussion — the logical 
climax of which will be the scathing 
exposure of these pseudo-Leninists. 
Their followers will make the dramatic 
discovery that the policies of Trotsky- 
Cannon and uf Lovestone-Wolfe are dom= 
inated not by the interests of the in- 
ternational proletariat but by tho re- 
quirement of safeguarding tho "pres- 
tigo" of the leaders. These leaders 
fear an honest, democratic discussion 
because they dread to face the truth. 
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